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ST ALBANS LAWN TENNIS CLUB

THE FIRST 100 YEARS

A VIEW FROM THE PATIO

In order to fully appreciate the excellent facilities and atmosphere which we have at the Club

today, it is interesting to look back on what has made us what we are. It has been fascinating to

go back through the Clubbés minutes, starting in
to the 21% century. From quill pen to the palmtop, fromlong whi te O6whitesd to
era, from the horse to the fuel-injected car. What has however remained constant over the 100

years are the personalities involved and the dedication of certain individuals to run your Club on

a purely voluntary basis because they want to, not because they have to - they know who they

are. It has been a team effort both on and off the court.

My thanks to an unnamed individual who wrote a short synopsis of the Club during its Hillside
days. | have plagiarised some of their work but added bits which may be of more quirky interest
to someone reading it in 2004 than when it was first written. Hindsight is a wonderful thing and |
am sure some of todayds activities wildl be seen

| am sure the Club will be around for the next 100 years and if anyone would like to supply any
additional anecdotes or stories | will place them in a time capsule for the next fortunate

individual who will no doubt have to read and decipher minutes covering the past 200 years
rather than a mere 100 !

Thanks for your interest and enjoy your tennis,

Simon Bird
Chairman

November 2004
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ST ALBANS LAWN TENNIS CLUB

This Club is the oldest tennis club in St Albans and as we are now in our centenary year, it is
perhaps a good opportunity to summarise the most interesting facts in our 100 year existence.
St Albans Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club started in humble beginnings in Hillside Road (now part
of Maple School). Tennis was played there between 1905 and 1968 before moving to the
current site in Jersey Lane.

The initial recorded meeting to discuss the setting up of the Club took place in August 1904. A

circular had been sent the previous month to local residents ( s ee 0 A0 ta astedainhfe d)
therewassuf fi ci ent i nterest saying dlt is proposed
grou

i f space permits, to reserve a part of the
received from 197 individuals and it was decided that the estimated annual income of £180

woul d be fAsufficient revenue to carry on the

November 1904.

Play started the following year in June 1905. The first bye-laws make for interesting reading
(see 06BO6 . dhetCakwasapen from the first Saturday in May to the last in September.
Play started at 2 p.m. and there was no play on Sundays. No members under 15 or dogs were
allowed. There were four grass tennis courts and two grass croquet lawns. Membership was
around about 200 in total and subscriptions were £1 1s Od for playing members and 7/6d for
non-playing members.

The following year a joining fee of £1 1s 0d. was introduced for new members but it was by no
means certain new applicants would be accepted. The committee aimed to keep more or less
an equal balance between male and female members. Rules were always very strictly enforced
and anyone wishing to resign had to do so in writing to the Secretary before 1st April each year,
otherwise their resignation was not accepted and payment of the annual subscription was
insisted upon. 1906 also saw the start of the Club Championship Tournaments.

t

Cl

An interesting item that appears each year in all the early accounts ( see 0C06 isant ache

item starting at £5 5s Od butincreasi ng sl i ghtly throughout the yea
well visualise, in that more leisurely and spacious age, the horse with hooves muffled in
sacking, patiently plodding up and down harnesse

In February 1912 the Club became affiliated to the LTA.

Inevitably there was some falling off in membership during the First World War and there was
difficulty in finding people who could spare the time to run the Club efficiently, but apart from
that the Club seems to have prospered much as before. The strict subscription rules were
relaxed for those members absent on active service who were made honorary members during
their absence.

1923 saw the beginning of the decline of the croquet section. By this time there were only 10
croguet members left and one of their two lawns was converted to tennis. No more mention of
croguet is made in the Minutes and it is safe to assume it died out
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ST. ALBANS
Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club,

LIMITED.

BYE-LAWS.

Election, 1. Nominators for election as Members of ihe
Club are to be made by sending to the Hon. Secret: A
in wrizin € rames and addresses of the proposed
Membes, signed by two Members, as proposer ard
secorder.  Proposed Members must be personally
known o their propesers and seconders, who, in tle
case of lady candidates, are to be lady Members cof
the Club. The rames of all Members thus proposed
will be submitied to the Committee, who may,without
assigning any reason, decline to elect. A& list of the
Members of the Club shall be posted in the pavilion.

Playing 2. The subscription to the Club shall be /1 Is.
Members.  veariy for playirg Members. Such Mernbers may
play Tennis and Croquet and exercise all othar righis
of membership. Subscriptions shall fall due on the
ist Mav. Meambers joining after the third Saturday
in July of any year after 1905 shall pay a subscripticn
of 10s. 6¢. for the season. Wher more than two of
one fanily permanently resident in one house become
playing members the subscription shall be £11s. each
for the first two, and 10s. 6d. each for all over two.

<o
Temporary 11. The Committee mayallow i
1 - Fay allow temporary residents
Residents. ;o) Albars 1o use the Club for three months, or
payment of their subscriptions for the current year
without Entrance Fee. -

Matches. 12. The Match Commictee shall arrange and
manage tournaments and marches. and the decision
of sueh Match Coemmitee on 2l] points shall be final.

Tennls Shoes. 13. Tennis shoes to be worn by all players wher
playing, Shees wizh spikes will not be allowed.

Order of Play. 4. All sets rmust be reade up before taking posses-
sion of a courr, and at the end of each set the players’
shall leave the coy d shail no: commence a new
game while apy o AMember wishes (o play.
Players cannot transfer iheir game from one court

to another, Lut mus: finish the setin the court in
which they begin,

RestES. 13. No one will be admitted as a Member under
estriction. the age of 15 uniess under special ¢ircumstances to be
decided by the Commitee,

Dogs. 16, Dogs are ne: to be brought on the ground.

17. A copy of tuese Rules shall be sent 1 all
)Ierqbers with a letter informing them of their
election.

Non-Playing. = P10
Members. ~ be 75 63, 1ca Membe:

Withdrawal 4
from Club.

Entrance Fee. 3. fter Sectember 29th, 1903, there shall be an i .

E :
(/6',}@ u’:’_vk;a\\éu‘;@ Qunsf arnet A g,

- T T s RS
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4 hers
of membership, sxcept tha

Any Member who has not given notice,
rg, to the Hon. Secretary, before the Ist Apr
of dis or her integtion of leaving the Club shall be
‘considered a llember far the ensaing season, and
shail be liable for his or her subsesiption.

entraace fee of £1 ls. for new Members. No such
Member shalP’Ze entitled to use the Club ground uanti!
the entrance fee has been paid. -

i
. |
Season. 6. The seascn shall corrence or: the first Satarday | -
in May, and cease September 29tk, unless otherwise |
ordered by the Committee. ‘? —
7. Play shali commence at 2 p-ma. There shall be
no play en Sundays, 2 e
Visitors. 8. A Member int:oducipg a visitorfor the purpose : ) ]
of piaying shall enter the' name of the visitor in a 74

book, t0 be kept by the ground-man, and shall pay to

the Club the sum of /- on ordinary days, and 2{- on
Saturdays and Bank Holidays. -

9. No visiter will be allowed to play Tennis on

aturdays or Bark Holidays to the exclusion of a _
Member of the Club. N

10. No Member may introduce a resident in St
Albans as a visitor for the purpose of playing.
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.

St. Albans Lawn Tennis & Crdquet Club, Limited.

CAPITAL ACCOUNT. .

£ 8 d ] T &8 d
3%, Debenture Stock .,.... 1580 0 U Purchase of Club ground ..11u00 9 0
. Levelling & )Ldmuv Courts 385 17 1L
. . ~ Roller . 15 10 9
et . . ) i Mower ....... ! 5 14 11
© | Hose, tools, &c. = .6 186
; Legal Expenses ... -10 10 0
! Registering Compuny . 28 14 11
| "Water'and uying service .. 5 310
Laying Gus service. 8
Chairs ....i....... = 5 2
Bulance to general a/c. 9

£1580 0 0

BALANCE SI—IEET to Feb 1st, 1g906.

RecEreTS. will C ESPENDITURE.
2 s d. . bl £ s 4
Subseriptions .. .o 2231t ¢ | Iuterest on Debenture Stock
211 Playing Members. ’ © to July 31st, 1905 ..., 28 8 4
31 Non- p}a) g Members Income Tax ou £28 5. 4d. . 1 99
VASEOER v ommmmis ez 53 2 0 Wages from May 6th, 1903, . H
Mra, Bates (part pwceeds C to Feb, 27tb, 1908 ...... 60 8 0 H
- of Entertaintuent] ., 2 ¢ ¢ Tennis Nets, posts, &e . 1313 08 :
* Balunce of Cupital afe 9.12 8 Croquet sets, &e.,...00s 3173
* | -Fence to eutrance roud . 49 7
i Rates ..vees senrionnn 3200
Do Water aveeeneenn 1 6 6
Printing 516 4
i o Stamps ... . 6 6 2
| Horse hire.. ..... 5 5 0 -
Workmen's Tosurance 910 0 }
Lows on Balla'e ....... R A i
Sundry ‘afes and Lty ex- 3 .3
B % 9 5 A
8 0 2
£258 6 & 238 6 8
o t : ———
C. A. BENNETT, R S R. H. WHITWORTE, |
Auditor. - . Ion. . See,
PAVILION FUND
B £ s d. .
Cash at Bank ... ... Cenerequeine , 83 6 6 52
Subscriptions promised ..... .. 218 0
Promised agaiust Debenture Stock .. 33 0 0
Estimated amounnt from General a,c 30 0 0
; —%—
Totul 1oiern veiae. BHOL 26
-
{

T
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t his. 't was howeweérdo mwats uwmtoiplped

shortly a r
0 ul Il title.

fte
the Clubds f
The Club began to feel the need for its own hard courts and in 1926 the first of two were
constructed. In 1933 an amendment to the Deeds was sought to allow play on Sundays and in

1934 a | icenceennabsl esoiungthotx itcoatii ng | i quor to be s
Undoubtedly the Clubds most famous member was Mi
player in the period before the Second Worl d Wa
the most graceful player s , al ways a delight to watcho. As

Singles and the Ladies Doubles in the Clubés Ch
(see O6DO6 aadin 1®37Ishe dvgs elected an honorary member of the Club in recognition
of her achievements in international tennis.

[— L T —— .~
~ - —— — " . — b

[Sport and Gezeral

MISS KAY STAMMERS

one of the few left-handers who look really graceful on a lawn femnis cour

From the book 6Perry on Tennisé by Fred Per

Much the same difficulties were encountered in running the Club during the Second World War
as were encountered during the First. However, the club ran into serious financial difficulties
when the membership fell due to the War - it was not possible to keep the grounds in good
repair and at the same time pay interest on loans. The problem seems to have arisen as the
Club had initially been financed by the issue of debentures to members, which had been
increased over the years to pay for further ground improvements. Interest was due on these
debentures which the Club could not afford to pay. An EGM was held in September 1940 when
the Clubds pr obl daartbe memsbere an@ delpehtare holdeds. The Club nearly
collapsed but thankfully still exists today because of the debenture holders agreeing to waive
their interest for the duration of hostilities ¥
(see OEOG attached) .
7
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The early thirties was the time of this country’s finest hour in
the history of lawn tennis, for this was the decade in which
English players won every title at Wimbledon, and many in
other parts of the world.

Making her first appearance at Wimbledon in 1931, came
Herts dazzling star, Miss Kay Stammers, now Mrs Bullitt. This
young lady truly possessed everything, for she had film star
good looks, played exciting attacking tennis, and had an
ideal temperament to match these qualities. Surely the Jewel
in the Crown of Herts tennis since the game began. Her
record would justify a publication of its own, for she
performed brilliantly in all parts of the world. At home she
won the Ladies Doubles at Wimbledon on two occasions with
Miss Freda James, in 1935/1936.

1939 she reached the final of the Ladies Singles at
‘Wimbledon, and only lost to the great American, Miss Alice
Marble, considered by many expert observers, as the finest
player seen at Wimbledon up to that time. Miss Stammers
played in five Wightman Cup matches against the U.S.A. and
in addition in many International contests in all parts of the
world. :

It was inevitable that all talk of tennis in Herts has always
been, and indeed still is, about this brilliant young lady, who
brought such credit and fame to her County, and her country.
She could well have been considered unlucky, for she was at
the height of her career when war broke out, and but for
that break in the playing of tennis, she might have won
Wimbledon.

W e b

Britain’s very attractive Kay Stammers (Mrs Menzies) reached the
final of the singles at the 1939 Wimbledon, beating Miss Helen
Jacobs (USA) - who, in the absence of Mrs Helen Wills-Moody, was
the top-ranked woman in the world - 6-2, 6-2. In the semi-final
Kay beat Mrs Fabyan, but could only get two games against the
fabulous Alice Marble in the final. Kay was also twice doubles
champion at Wimbledon with Miss Freda James, and later captain
of our Wightman Cup team.

Photograph by courtesy of Kemsiey Pictures Service

On her way to the finals, some of the English girls
gave Alice plenty to do. For instance, there was Freda
James, one of a bevy of young players who were
playing first-class lawn tennis at that time. When
Teach Tennant saw Freda in action against her
protégée, she remarked: “That missy will sure leave
‘Some egg on Alice’s face!I”” Between them, Alice Marble
and Miss Tennant added considerably to my vocabu-
lary of American slang. !

In the 1939 final, Alice met another English girl
who was one of Wimbledon’s greatest favourites—
Kay Stammers, who afterwards became Mrs. Menzies.

Kay was as pretty as a picture-book, the best-
dressed star on the courts and as graceful as a ballet
dancer, but this battery of qualities meant nothing to
Alice Marble. She meant to win that championship,
and she did, in spite of Kay’s gallant fight. “I would
rather have played Helen  Moody,” said Kay after the
match; “Alice was unbeatable.”

Fox™ Photos

'.adetamcrincrs (afterwards Mrs. Menzies). “. . . one of the prettiest and Top ; .‘“Qv\’scﬂé's\““e;’ hels i Ldsabbaden
st-dressed stars ., . was beaten in the 1939 ladies’ singles final by Alice! T
Marble, el Roiac e

;f oo - Swabladen SRy " By Nowalh Qleaker
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It is interesting to note that in 1942 members were allowed to use the clubhouse during
blackouts on weekends during the winter, the clubhouse having previously been shut
throughout the winter months.

There seems to have been a change in attitude towards juniors shortly after the War. The age
when juniors were admitted was reduced to 14 with discretion to admit even younger members

Ain approved caseso. Family membership discoun
member shi po. Ot her chil dren were even all owed
adul t ! The minutes record that in 1948 a Mr Wol
successful Juni or Tournament for t hhés toyrmamenty me m

continues to this day. You can see some pictures of Peggie ( 6 F6 at fromcldeca d )
newspaper s Timoreabbutherdaded!s

For some time after the war there was difficulty in obtaining replacements for nets, posts and for
general repairs due to the lack of materials and expert labour. In 1947 two more hard courts
were laid (cost £560) on top of two of the grass courts, again, financed by loans from members.
It is incredible to find electric light was only brought to the clubhouse in 1953, the year of the
Coronation. Before that there was no light in the dressing rooms and only a gas mantle in the
main room and the Kkitchen. Il n 1951 Ait was sugg
mat ches be provided f.or each changing roomo

It is interesting to note that even in the 500s
provide teas. I't Aproved wel |l nigh useless to p
negligibleod. Some things never change !

As funds were short, the annual subscription dramatically increased from £2.15s in 1946 to
£3.10s the following year, presumably on the back of the improved court facilities. In 1948, with
the new hard courts, winter tennis was introduced. Perhaps surprisingly, juniors were not
allowed to play winter tennis until 1965 when the junior membership began to fall. However,
due to the lack of any floodlighting winter tennis was obviously limited.

Generally in the early 506s, the ClubbofE®WQuUl ar |

(guaranteed by certain members) i everything was carefully costed and there were no
extravagancies.
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i i in: ight) : boys singlesv winner Brian Gray
At the St. Albans Junior Tennis Tournament finals (left to right) S’t. e e

i i dens
(16) of Waltham Cross; Miss M. J. Hitchecock, of H all Place Gar- g ) b : ‘
and Ca yn Dunning (17), o{ Battlefield Road, St. Albans, winner of the glrs smglfs,ﬂ“d dou l:es.

%

Above : Miss Margaret Hitchcock, secretary and
referee at the record-breaking 22nd St Albans
Junior Open Tournament, at S+ Albans L.T.C. on
Saturday.
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50" Anniversary Celebrations !

In the summer of 1954 the Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary and a Dinner Dance was held.
A number of official guests were invited including as many of the original members who could
be found. Mrs Menzies (formerly Kay Stammers) was guest of honour. A number of
entertainments were organised at the Club but unfortunately these had to be curtailed on
account of the weather. However there was a costume parade, some croquet and a game of
tennis played in the fashions of 1904. Kay Stammers presented prizes for the best costume.
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From 1951 until 1957 the poor quality of the grass courts seems to have caused an annual
reduction in membership which resulted in a shortage of funds for ground improvements. At an
EGM held in 1955 the Committee said they were seriously disturbed by the declining and high
turnover of membership and the deterioration of the sound financial position which had been
built up during the past few years. It therefore seems surprising that in 1954 a playing-in test
was first introduced for those over 18, although the reasoning seems to be that they considered
falling standards of tennis had partly contributed to the declining membership - there was no
equivalent test for juniors whose numbers continued to increase.

In 1956 junior representatives were welcomed on to the Committee. In the same year a young
Mr Charles Allistone was voted on to the Committee as the person responsible for, yes you
guessed it, Grounds. A position he holds today !!

In 1959 the finances were described as fAgl oomyo

section provided a significant part ofthe CI ubés i ncome. The 1960606s
by most private Clubs, that of the rising cost of materials and labour for court repairs which
could not be matched by increasing subscriptions. A number of fund-raising activities were
organised to raise money for the Club i jumble sales, raffles, dances, car treasure hunts,
cocktail parties and others. They even considered converting a grass court into two squash

courts which must have been a revolutionary

boom, but funding proved impossible so the idea was dropped.

In 1962 Peggie Hitchcock, who had been on the Committee continually since 1940 and who
many of the current members will remember, was appointed Secretary of the Club after 10 men

Ssaw

con

had declinedtheposi ti on. She agreed to Atake on the |

was actually to last for 15 years !). Also in the same year, the playing in test was abandoned

(l ater reintroduced in 1970) and t heed@Umbdoofagr ee

i nexperienced playerso.

It was obvious that a better c¢clubhouse was need
project was such that the Club would have been obliged to realise all its liquid assets and

interest on loan repayments woul d have proved a crippling burd
forward other than to continue a hand to mouth existence. Annual profits were around £100 per

annum, hardly sufficient to plan court renewals let alone improvements.

It was announced at the 1965 AGM that the Council intended to build a primary school on the

site in two years time. Despite protests and appeals, after 64 years at Hillside Road the Club

were forced by compul sory purchase to sthanea afr e
Pl ans were put in place to purchase the | and a

attractive clubhouse, large enough to provide adequate changing space and facilities for social
events on a scale not previously possi bl eo.

13



© simon Bird i do not distribute without permission

The Club had to vacate the Hillside Road site in September 1968 and, as the Jersey Lane site
was not yet ready, they hired 5 grass courts from the Council in Clarence Park. While

devel opment at Jersey Lane continued it wag r epoc
horses off the propertyo. The 1969 and 1970 Juil
In 1969 Peggie Hitchcock suggested fAthere shoul

continues to this day.

The Jersey Lane clubhouse was completed at the end of January 1971 and a sherry party was
organised as part of the official opening ceremony, which took place on 28™ March 1971.

Residents of Rose Walk and Jersey Lane were invited ( s e e 6 G6 . arhe gaassicauds)
came into use in June 1971. Initially there were 6 grass, 3 shale and 2 tennis quick courts.

“3eeeee wswsssswu

i Dehut
at new
courts

COMPETITION tennis
made its debut at St Albans
Club’s new courts in Jersey
Lane last week with the St FSSSSNEEERES IR m———
Albans junior open toursa-
‘ment,

Over 100 players from
four counties took part in
the 25th tournament to be
organised by the club. As
in previous years, the
under-14 singles was the
most popular event,

St Albans youngster Mar-
tin Webb (pictured right)
was beaten in the final 7-5,
6-1 by Keith Fletcher of
Barnet, who also won the
under-13 doubles with
Steven Strange of St
Albans.
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A number of changes occurred in the early 706s
cour t. In 1971 the minutes declare thabewdrmrhe r u
by all members when playingodo was not being adh
wearing track suitso. That same year they <cha

Acardigans and pull overso. Lat@érsaniangyedtrr a dile
be worn in extremely unseasonal weathero. I n 1
worn but opinion sought from County came back as being unfavourable.

C

~

It seems a table tennis section was started in 1971 by Tony and Frances Wilkins. We had two
teams and both were promoted in their first season. A third team was introduced in 1973.

At the 1972 AGM it was reported that damage to surrounding fences by members collecting lost

balls had enabled horses to wander onto our grounds causing damage. The following year an
electric fence was installed ! AThe fence i s ni
imembers have been advisedo.

In 1973 there were 160 senior members and 75 juniors. Due to the capacity of the courts, only
children of members were allowed to join unless they were of a very high standard (by 1974 the
junior membership was full and no new junior members could join). They started a club night on
Wednesday evenings for seniors during the summer Awi th col d supperso.

On a number of occasions in the early 706s the
brought up. The shale courts needed regular watering and rolling. The loose grit from these

courts also caused a problem by being transf er red t o the fAgames r oomo.
all courts had given cause for concern to such an extent that the club sought the views of

members through a questionnaire as to whether they would pay increased subs to fund a full

time groundsman. Despite t he answer being Anod over 200 fun
which resulted in the club taking on an experienced groundsman on a part time basis.

16
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By 1975 the condition of the courts had improved and the three en-tout-cas shale courts had
beenr esur f aced. The mends first team were promot
the first and second ladies teams were both in the Intermediate Group. The first ladies team
was promoted to the Championship Group the following year. This was possibly the Clubs

overall peak in terms of team success.

Bill Pocock introduced Saturday morning coaching in 1977 for beginners and slightly advanced
juni or s. I't seems that Bill 6s t al enthewrotexhisende d

poem among others :

17
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'"Tactics, my boy' said the kindly old man
'Go on to the court with a tactical plan
vWork out in advance how to deal with his serve

Try a topspin return to shatter his nerve.

Play wide to his backhand (a two-handed grip),
In stretching to reach it, he'll probably slip.
Do a sliced approach forehand; get up to the net,

He'll see you advancing and panic, I'll bet.

Use your stop volley, remember he's slow,
Move him about and keep the ball low.
When you've won the first set, keep up your attack,

A high topspin forehand will make him stay back.

Maintain the pressure and keep him pinned down,
Then, wide to his forehand; oh! he'll look such a clown,
His attempt to pass you, with disdain you'll dispatch,

A final ace serve and its game, set and match.'

After the match the kindly old man

Said to the youth, 'did you follow the plan?f

'I tried,' said the player, 'but the plan was upset,
I forgot about getting the ball over the net.'

18
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Can you spot the brave members who seem to be a

Did you spot Robert Graham, Sidney Ratcliffe and Mike Hobbs ?

It seems that due to a lack of volunteers to help run the entertainment sub-committee, some of
the regular seasonal events had to be cancelled. However, it was an exceptional year on the
courts with the Ladies 1 team finishing runners up in the Championship Group and the 2" and
3" teams winning all their matches in the 1% and 2™ Divisions. In 1978 the Ladies won the
Championship Group and their team included both the Ladies County Grass Court Champion
and the Ladies County Hard Court Champion. Quite an achievement.

Vintage tennis racquets were donated to the Club and put in the small lounge. The following

year (1978) the minutes mention the use of yellow tennis balls in Watford League Matches
rather than the white oaelsl ovhi chniia®9@6,easherye¢a
balls were first used at Wimbledon, the club received advice from the LTA that balls for County

League matches should be either all white or all yellow.

During the squash boom of the 7006s there were n
squash courts on the Jersey Lane site. In 1978 there was much controversy when the
Committee took the decision to ignore the wishes of a majority of members, who had responded

to a survey, who seemed to be in favour of introducing squash. The committee took the view

t hat those respondi ng de majodty of club imeneerd. Thehsquash i e ws
option finally bit the dust in 1981 when a planning application was rejected due to the lack of car

parking space.

The small lounge was redecorated and furnished (£130). Both children and animals were
banned from using it.

19
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The Club finances continued to be tight with subscriptions generally only increasing by inflation

i an astounding 25% in 1980 ! It appears that the floodlighting system was in continual need of

repair and doubts were expressed as to the amount of light given out by them. Problems
continued with repairs needed to the tennisquick and the grass courts. The temporary lack of a
groundsman | ed to a motion being passed at t he
asked to do a minimumof 2 hourswor k on t he groundso.

A pool table was introduced into the main clubhouse area alongside the table tennis table.

I n 1980 a fAget togethero was arranged in the cl
Peggie Hitchcock. She was presented with a vase. Mention should be made that a similar
celebration took place ten years later to celebrate her 60" year as a member ( see O6HO
attached). As far as we are aware this longevity of membership has never been surpassed,

although we do today have a few members with over 50 years dedicated membership.

At the beginning of the decade the Club continued to be financed by interest free loans from
members and a A1, 000 bank overdraft. The | ack
high maintenance costs and problems associated with drainage.

Dress became a hot topic again in 1983 and 198.
trendso and decided that blue shorts and skirts
rule remained, laterto berefined t o a very precise A2/ 3rds of ev
was dominated by the matter and in the following year the bye laws were changed so that

pl ayers had to wear #Atailored sports-tdliotdlsi nmhi g
(In1991t he two thirds white rule was abolished and
decide in individual caseso0.)

thetic c:

I n 1979 Aa suggestion was made that syn
the shale

1984 that it was agreed, subjecttoraisingf unds, t o convert
surface of hi gh specificationo. It woul d be soc
reality.

In 1983 Bill Pocock stood down from the Committee after many years at the heart of the Junior
Section. A Mr Tony Wilkins took over !

Finances gradually improved during the Thatcher years but it must be said that the Club
continued to rely heavily on loans from members.

There was much excitement in May 1986 when Mark Cox and John Feaver attended the club
on a Yamaha sponsored tennis clinic day. It seems that they catered for over 500 people but in
the event around 200 turned up 1 still an excellent turn out. One unforeseen problem arose
when they discovered that the Quadrant car park, which was to be used for overflow parking,
was being used for a car boot sale that same day !
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CLASPING a
massive silver cup
that is hers for
ever, Pegrie Hit-
cheock, doyen of
St Albaps Lawn
Tennis Club, was
quick to observe
that splavish agift
would be kept in 2
safe place.

It was the cdub’s
tributc, pot only to a
“ouatch paver par ex-
cellence™ but to ome
who is lgh in the af-
fection  of  her
fellow-membersy.

She has plzyed con-
sistently good tennls
since she first joved
the club tn 1930; not
quite  so  moch
oowudays because of
2 back injury.

But over the years,
her prowess earned
her a fotal of 32
chumpienship Liles,
She won the ladics
singhey |0 lhnes —
hree tinwes more than
anyone clse — wnd
besides holding
vartous offices in the
club, sk is ane of the
o lifv vicas
presidents of  Hort-
fordshure Lawn Tea-
s Asmnistion.

All of which b a
ather lermal in-
triduction th a guite
remarhable women,

In the parden room

uf her hinne in Hall

|"“"“"""|.“l’“"|||Illl‘|llllllllllIll’llllliiliI|llllllllll|”llll '3

HIk ey

Place Gardens, St
Mbuos. Puguie
presided over the

wapot.

She s o ven vouny
TT and upe has misg
dimed her enthu-
sluams.

The Hitcheovks. it
shanld v explaioed.
are pact sf the histary
of St Albans.

Pepzie aus born in
lirange Huge,
f:ranpe Strevt. The
famnily moved from
there to St Prter’s
House (now the site of
the bus gatioul and
thei in 1944, i il

LITEESURET I 2 Y [ I A O

P I SR S O R e LR8N

fhez wusy
and dier

Hiteheneo, was
Mayor of 5t Alhansio

LU LIS LTSS D LT T ER RN T T TP C O T TTT e

By RONALD RIGGS

the carfy part of the
euntury and when Ed-
ward, her father,
became Mavor in
1925, be presided
oser a couna] that in-
cluded! his father wha
hud then ecome an
alcerman.

She was cducated
Lindale School and
fikee it so meuch that
she returned 10 the
sebool as 3 teachwr.
She taught English
Frammar, singing —
und tennis - under
three headmistresses
uslil she retired in
1983 ufier 3} vears.

In the thirtics,
tennis was 4 prety
starchy affair in S
Albans. “'No nne
votdd play oa Sunibane
arad Tt w s Decsise
the Lt whn ~old the
vlun ke Juad inude 0
a cundirion ihat Sun-
daxs aere to be hept
sacred. "t

There was am
amost anpdic tonch
abrut the cnstuome.

“We ail wore white
and when somicone
dared to sppear in a
colvured cardigan
ther were swifils call.
ed 10 prder”

Tean were eleguntly
sered o travs with
chipa and a teapot —
tha: was 8 Mrs
Faulder’s province.
The groundsman. Mr
Cocper,  was  a
charaeter wiime wark
could not b funited,

Among the mem-
bers was Kay Ntang-
mers, wha quickty
wan Bvoe 3nd becane
2% nibledun doubles
champicu.

Pegyie's merory of
temis plaving extunds
bevand her witistinn
oo the Lahes Lawn
Teois Clun, Nee
sadil: A end wan )
s bad oprivate v
A SL Pirests Hopae
and aix Father. a Keen
tenniv pliser, wus
excellent teacher. ™

She wus the sort of
gl who conld I

[ TTTTTTEINTTT LR YOO

WA IRMGnm

Peg

relivd upon tosave the
situation. e were
playing 2 men's
m:tch and one of the

fir<t pair injured
him:eif. Someony
axked me: “Wyuld

You mind being 2 man
just fur the afiernoon
und play twn matches
0 (hat the otlr paic,
Bet 4 game?”

“OF course | agreed
and my partner and 1
WOl 2ur match which
could not be included
in the senre™

Pegeic <aic  there
seenied 1o b 3 generad
shortage of bors o the
fown before the war
and 8t Peter’schurch
recrvited  ladies o
bedp out in the choir.
She stuved in the
Choir for 42 years and
i presently a
sidesmvan and reads
the lexson vcnee o
Mty Mhe iy oabe
charrneim of e
Laibies €5aedef af the
churet.

As for comanee.
Prunne conrfded: ¢
codld have macried
bt we didn’l shacv
1he sawe tterests aad
1 grea up in ~such o

22
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happs home that 1 feli
T cocldn’t take the
chance,™

Surprisingly  she
simokes - bl dainti-
Iy, Although itean be
a pachet 3 das. she
Beyer inhudes o xayvs
she dovs mot regard
herself ds 2 seriouy
sraker,

Pegeic loves ealer-
taining fshe knocked
up MM sandwiches fur
ont such vceasian)
and is &l a com-
pulsise travedler.

Shr has  visiled
Sauth Africa an vipht
oceaskns, Her fnend,
Nouruh  Groby. a
cousire of Kay Ntam-
mer, lise~ there. Tn
St Athans Norah was
# member of ke ten-
nis ¢lds.

On mixe such trip,
Puggie's Felluw .
travellers na the Blue
Tratn frenn fithan
nesburg o Cane
Town ins faded B o
Julin.

Presyie i falk-
otd to e peple e
tilid me they were
ftinn R ckenansuwacth
and YWindsor. Wy had
A Mice converatinn

LML [T

7w

-

N

“
4

and ! was invited
Juia Giem for meals.

The penny didn't
drop that in the purty
wias Flton John. =Ty
m sham ! had to gsk
his nane ax 1 un aot
n pop fan.’”

Pepgie and Eltun
funnistakallyi were
photograpted
together and she hay
kept u menu cacd in-
scribed: Mo dear
Pregic, wha made nur
trip lrom Juhun-
neshurg (n Cupe
Town a rdcher ex-
prrience — Eltmn.™

Thas sicher ey,
perience aptly
describes  an en-
counte- with Peugie
Hitchicock, Na
wottdes the club prase
her the Padies singles
cup to keep foeser.

T perpetuai: ber

e 4 e cup for
Wity siru ) il
ueiTiled o The
Hiliicack

Jutilee

REIT

ANTITH

coy-

of 60

A fitting
mvsOTiatingg
glurivus veurs.

HAIrErIn
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Bill Pocock

SEAN SHINES IN EASTBOURNE

ON form St Albans LTC player Sean
Wilkins was outstanding in last week's
National Grass Courts Teanis Cham-
pionships at Eastbourne.,

Wilkins played superb tennis to
beat Mark Perchey (Essex), recent
winner of the under 14 National

Champioaship event at Warwickshire,
6/2, 6/7, 6/4. Sean reached the third
round of the under 16 boys before
being eliminated. Prior to his arrival
he had won at Cromer the under 16
boys singles, beating Mark Tomlinson
(Middlesex) 6/1, 6/3 and losing in
three sets to R. Hutchinson ia the
under 18 boys final.

Jane Pearson (Broxbournc) won the
under 16 and under 18 girls singles
and the award for player of the week

Tennis roundup

for Hertfordshire under 16 boys, and
Mark Seymour (Radlett) proved their
worth as a doubles pair when winning
the under 18 Bournemouth boys
doubles, beating two national players
J. Miller and J. Green 6/4, 7/5,

On their way to this final they
beat a USA pair from the John New-
combe School and then reccived a late
call to go to Eastbourne for the
under 16 singles at the nationals.

Carys Rees (Brookmans Park), Herts
under 12 grass court singles cham-
pion, reached the finals of the under
12 girls doubles at the nationals.
Carys, suflering from a bad shoulder,
partnered by S. Beatley (Lincs), lost

(Surrey). LouisezJackson (St Albans)

also completed at the nationals,
Laura Day, of Luton Road, Har-

penden, and Janet Corric, of Lyad-

hurst Drive, Harpeandenysbear=Alison™

Fitzgibbon and Ann Noakes 6/4, 4/6
(r1d.) to become regional winners of
The Cannon Assurance Ladies Tennis
Doubles Trophy.

Sean Wilkins has won through te
the home counties north region semi-
finals of the Advance Tennis Trophy.
Sean is competing in the boys I8
and under event,

Nancey Brooke, of St Peters Lodge,
Manor Road, St Albans, has won
through to the semi-finals in the girls
16 and under and 14 and under,

Mandy Bishop, of Mount Pleasant

in the same tournament. Alistaire 6/1, 6/3 to Miss Humphrey-Davies Lane, Bricket Wood, won through to
Clarke, who receatly scored 103 runs (Cambridge) and Miss Oldham the semi-finals of the ladies open.
T T T R G TR AT e ST O AR TR B T A TR HE T B T TS T P MU TR R T DR T SR B

1984
23



© simon Bird i do not distribute without permission

For some reason the regular Bridge afternoon was changed to coincide with the Yoga booking.
They had to revert to their p r e vraction for theoYodai ng d
peopl eo. Should this have been the ot her way ar

I n 1986 Robert Graham understandably asked to st
some stage soono after 20 years on the Committe
1989 before becoming Chairman in 1995.

Despite falling membership (15% down between 19
loan for floodlighting and carpet court improvements of £33,000 to be repaid over 10 years.
This left an income each year o f about A1, 200. 't was explainedo

committee are looking into the possibility of new and improved facilities, we must initially
concentrate on paying of f1i iocoease manbership mumberfdrthe opt i ¢
subscriptions. A couple of local tennis clubs folded in 1991 owing to financial difficulties during

the recession.

Presumably due to the improved facilities the number of members began to increase. By 1991

the juniors and intermediates section was full (150 maximum allowed) and there was a waiting

i st . In 1991 the c¢club was awarded fAThe Giro B
were well attended and trips were organised each year to Wimbledon and further afield.

By 1992 the size of the committe e had become fAoverlarge and unwi
reorganisation took place delegating some of the posts to sub-committees. As a result Peggie
Hitchcock dropped off the committee after a 52

thehi story of the c¢club and possibly in the histo
LTA and was presented with a miniature replica of the Olympic Torch by the Duke of Kent at a
ceremony in London. The CIl ub pr e asgardgetion ohler wi t

work and she became a Vice President.

! Peggie Hitchcock receives the Torch Trophy Trust Award from
| His Royal Highness, the Duke of Kent. The Torch Trophy Trust
is @ charity founded in 1962 with the objective of encouraging
voluntary work for sport at grass root level throughout the UK.
Each year the Trust awards miniature replicas of the 1948
Olympia Torch to those who without pay do so much to

encourage participation in sport and recreation.
— 0 T ' ’ e—
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The 1992 AGM discussed whether to retain the playing in standard with some arguing that
dropping it would mean increased membership, while others argued it would mean that the
better players woul d | eave. It was retained é. for a w

1993 saw the club house being repainted external
which were rotten. o0 The foll owing year saw S O0mMme

This year saw what was to be the last Junior Tournament run by Peggie Hitchcock. At the
handicap finals day the Mayor, Sheila Burton, presented the cups.

There continued to be a high turnover of me mber
the facilities the members wanted andtocr eat e an ambi ence which enco
The LTA Development Officer advised the committ e
see more than four carpet courts, and encouraged cushioned acrylic. An exceptionally detailed

anal ysisssiobfl el psohnor t , medi um and | ong term club i
Pritchard. As a result, the committee decided that carpet courts would provide most enjoyment

to a majority of members.

The character of the club and attitudes were slowly changing around this time. The minutes

included a prophetic statement AWith our curr
we havenét the flexibility to cope wel!/l with th
worry is that we are not attracting as many new members as we should be and probably losing
S 0ome. This situation can only be remedied by
majority decision at an Extraordinary General Meeting held in 1994 to dig up the three middle
grasscourtsand replace them with three artificial gr

Unfortunately the Clubdés finances meant that t h
term.

Membership trends continued on a worrying downward trend especially due to the high turnover

of me mber s. AThe main committee is finding it
there are i1indications that the Club could be st
informal brainstorming session was organise d Al ooking for ways of [
practices and seeking new and possibly radical ideas which could make us sufficiently different

from other clubs to attract new members and all c
place in July 1995 and turned out to be highly successful with 60 suggestions under the
category fiWwWhat we dondét have but want. o The mor

ideas included :

1. More singles play and competitions

2. No playing in tests

3. Increased links with schools to utilise our courts during slack periods

4. Alternative ways of paying for the floodlights, possibly including in the annual subscription

5. Better communication with current and new memb
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In order to kick start the new era of development, fully floodlit artificial grass courts were laid
over the middle grass courts in August 1995, partly paid for with a large VAT repayment and an
LTA loan.
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During the 906s various pl anniimgdo the pylding ef houseo ns h
on the surrounding grassland. Up until the new development began we were surrounded by

fields with resident horses and donkeys who always appeared to show an interest in the
entertainment being pr owblidiaqdiry my996 apmoved the buidings 6 !

of 79 houses.

There were three break-ins in October 1996. Each time the bar and payphone were forced

open with both stock and money being stolen. A silent alarm was successfully installed with the

result that in November four men were arrested on site. Subsequently, three were found guilty,

one of whom failed to convince the judge that F
much too drunk at the time !

The Secretary reported that there had been a total of 13 break-ins since 1985 i with a loss of
about £1,000 in cash and bar stock plus £2,500 worth of damage. i.e. £270 loss per year on
average. This was considered an acceptable price to pay for allowing the club to remain an
accessible arena to enjoy tennis

In 1997 the committee carried out a fundament al
either a family club or one to attract the top class players. It was decided that we wanted to

remain as a family club and needed a coach who would be involved with the whole club rather

than someone who just wanted to use the club as a base for their own coaching purposes. In
September, Tony Wilkins, who had been a coach at the Club some years previously (1983 to

1988), was welcomed back as Head Coach.

A completely unprompted AClIl ean up our Club Dayo
them did just that i without attracting any volunteers to help them. This was very gratefully
appreciated by the committee.

Interest in winter tennis had dropped off over the years with only two mens and 4 mixed leagues
running. Despite the lack of winter play the club persisted in charging for the floodlights and the
removal of this charge in 1997 was to lead to a much more vibrant and active club during the
dark winter months. Over 50% of the adult membership are now participating in the winter
mixed leagues.

Consideration was being given to introducing a second sport to the Club in order to maximise

revenue although no great enthusiasm was found from the member s at t he AGM wh
just needed to increase membership numberso. C
unable to replace the three original carpet courts that had shown signs of deterioration.

A small number of i e n tshtwp theaWAGIS ¢Thenvéayn Ahead sGoouph a d

Their aim was to tackle the problems of poor facilities (playing and non-playing), low playing

standards and the non-increasing membership. A well attended evening meeting was arranged

by them in September 1998 to di scuss with the members the CI
presentation was made by the Secretary of the Herts LTA and officers of two other local clubs,

foll owed by group discussions | ed by facilitator
astostand still means we will fal/l behind other cl
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Near |l y al/l of the WAGS were elected on to the
Burton, immediately became the first woman Chairman of the Club.

1999 saw the A... andd fCromuteh & ®leu m@gs drreogipset er ed
of a 15 metre high telecom mast. The latter was to provide a much needed input of funds to the
club on a regular basis.

A survey of the membership showed 80% of those responding (more than 50% of households

with adult members) in favour of converting the remaining grass courts to more carpet courts.
Three of the old carpet courts were resurfaced, giving us six excellent carpet courts, three
underused grass courts plus the four hard courts. An article in the Herts Advertiser ( 6 | 6
attached) shows youngsters using the new facilities.

A rolling plan of improvements was implemented with aims :
a) For the club to become the top club in St Albans by providing the best standard of facilities

b) To retain the current level of membership and increase it over the next three years with
targets for specific age groups

c) To develop a more open club which can be used by schools and other user groups
d) To refurbish the clubhouse
e) To offer a tennis programme for the disabled rather than just access.

A charity breakfast was organised by Sheila Burton and Anne Swallow which was much
appreciated by all those who partook. Ot her ¢ h:
Charity Quiz Night o whnnoahbasstraising mooney fott local disabled o n  a n
youngsters.

The Millennium celebrations came and went with a lively privately run party with all profits going
to local charity. Fireworks launched from the courts joined thousands of others lighting up the
sky at midnight.

The new millennium began slowly at the Club with a new electronic keypad being installed
together with a bike rack. However, nal l l oan
guarantors have been relieveldy offorf otrhmer f icrosste nfain
history we were self funding.

The committee agreed not to support a planning application by Orange to increase the height of

their telecom mast which would have inevitably led to more satellite dishes. Partly as a result of
our lack of support the application was eventually withdrawn.
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Kids are first to
. try new facilities

ANYONE for tennis? The

resoundin answer from
these children was yes
lease!

P

The occasion was a toumament held »¢ St
Albans Lawn Tenmis Club (SALTC) recently
to celedeate the renewed Astrotarf courts

A group of mound 20 children feom
Mimh—-ysthoolmmw-vq
luthtwnhu-ikhnh-rhkﬂa(hn
wﬂnbb&m.ﬂkrh&a-nmdnuh
fck shop.

SALTC press officer Maurcen Adnms ok R
was 2 splerulid day and we wese very hacky with
the weather The chidren were it 10 bitx 10
be among the first 1o play on the new surfaces ™

Coach Teay Wilkins spent time working with
lheyvtn.Ahnidviqum-Guyaﬂ
Wendy nway, two of the club's lop young
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In 2000 the committee had discussed the fact that the patio had been built at different levels
over the year s, which was considered Aunf toi end|
younger guests due to the Il ack of railingso.
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Potential changes were considered to facilitate disabled access at the club including installing
disabled toilets, wheelchair ramps from the patio and from the car park to the front door. Plans
were drawn up and the new patio was opened in the Spring of 2002.

2003 was the end of an era at St Albans Tennis Club with the digging up of the last three grass
courts. The importance of the event was recognised by the holding of a Wooden Racquet
Tournament, with some gentleman players dressing up in long white trousers and boaters.
Ironically, the winners were two youngsters who had never even held a wooden racquet in their
life before that day !
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